
 

Page 1 of 3 

 

Actors 
(2 Male, 2 Female) 
 

Closing Date: 27th October 

Interview Date: 30th October  

Proposed Start Date: 21st November 

Salary: £100 inclusive of travel (Hours 3.5) 

Location: Harbour Arts Centre, 114-116 harbour Street KA12 8PZ  

THIS ROLE IS SUPPORTED BY NORTH AYRSHIRE COUNCIL 

 

About the ‘Actor’ Role 

Capall Dorcha Theatre Company is working with a local author ‘Marie Dunlop’ who has 

written a new play called ‘Building Bridges’.  The organisation is looking for four actors 

working with a director to create a rehearsed reading to share this new work with local 

audiences during this development stage of the work. 

As the region is spread in various small towns and villages, the organisation will live stream the 

event to allow those living on islands the opportunity to participate and share their views on 

the work. 

About the ‘Actor’ Role 

Building Bridges’ is set in 1965 in Anderston, Glasgow and examines the reaction of deserted 

husband, Billy Speirs and his family to the return of his estranged wife, Bernie, whose mother 

has been taken seriously ill. 

 

It is a tale of bitterness and betrayal but also of the absolute enduring strength of love at a 

time when a community was being sliced up to make way for a stretch of inner-city 

motorway and the Glasgow Kingston Bridge.  Just as the earmarking of Anderston as a 

Glasgow Comprehensive Development Area faced mixed reactions, the couple’s tentative 

and nervous steps back to one another face opposition and difficulty and like the opinion of 

much of the community at that time, it was clear that things were never going to be the 

same again. 

 

The heart was getting ripped out of the place, just as it had been ripped out of Billy.  

Decisions have to be made, loyalties examined, and painful truths faced.  Better days were 

coming, however, in the promise of new corporation housing and it is against this backdrop 

of demolition and renewal that ‘Building Bridges’ opens. 

About the ‘Character Role 

Character ages useful but not necessary though the playwright has asked for authentic 

Glaswegian accents for the reading would be preferable. 

F1 – Nellie Black / Issy Bailey 

 

Nellie is a Glasgow grandmother in her sixties.  She has had charge of her daughter’s child, 

Detta Since the daughter deserted her husband and child.  Nellie will have a Glasgow 

accent.  She is a warm and caring person and the fact that she is playing the role of mother 

to the child will come across not only  in the way she pays attention to Detta’s manners and 
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speech but also in the closeness that exists between them.  There are suggestions through 

the text that Nellie was a trader in the Briggait in her early days.  There is also the suggestion 

that she had raised Bernie as an unmarried mother.  Bernie is a devout Roman Catholic and 

there is a suggestion of religious bigotry on her part. 

 

Issy is Billy’s older sister and as a young girl had been Bernie’s best friend.  Issy is the salt of the 

Earth and would do anything for anybody.  Issy should be aged early thirties and a bit 

frumpy.  The character has low self esteem, though she is content – her home, her son, Wee 

William, and even Hugh, although he gets on her nerves at times.  Issy loves her brother Billy 

dearly and worries sick that he will lapse back into his former drinking ways.  She looks after 

him and has worked hard to help him get back on his feet.  Issy is a warm but strong 

character:  the rock that everyone clings to. 

 

F2 -  Bridget / Bernie Speirs 

Bridget is a ‘hawker’, or trader of second hand clothes down the Briggait (Paddy’s market) in 

Glasgow.  She is in her sixties, having been born and brought up beside Nellie in Saltmarket in 

the first few decades of the 20th century.  Accent should be broad Glasgwegian. 

 

Bernie has to be glamorous.  She should be in her late twenties.  She is a bit of a ‘hard ticket’ – 

nobody’s fool but very feminine.  She has a Glaswegian accent when she gets angry but 

tries hard to present herself as sophisticated on her return to Glasgow.  Bernie has been selfish 

to the core – running away to London for a life of excitement and abandoning her child and 

husband.  But when she reunites with Billy she realises she still has feelings for him.  Her feelings 

for him, however, are at odds with the love she feels for her new life in London.  She seeks to 

make him part of that. 

M1- Billy Speirs 

Billy should be in his late twenties.  He needs to be believable as having swept the young 

Bernie off her feet, not only or necessarily by his looks but by his ‘Jack the lad’, happy-go-

lucky attitude.  Billy was possessive of Bernie and she was the love of his life.  He was a drinker 

and a gambler and the text suggests that he went to ruin after she left him.  He lost his home 

and his sister, Issy, took him in whilst his mother in law, Nellie, took his daughter to bring her up 

until they get allocated a new council house.  Billy is a Rangers-supporting protestant, 

although there is no suggestion of any bigotry on his part – it is much more a standing joke 

between him and his mother in law.  As the text suggests, Billy is determined to have nothing 

to do with Bernie but when he sees her again he realises he still loves her deeply. 

 

M2 - Hugh Bailey 

Hugh is the husband of Issy and brother in law of Billy.  He does not need to be from Glasgow 

but should be from the West of Scotland so the accent can have a bit more width. Hugh’s 

age can range from early thirties to forty.  Billy and he get on quite well in the main but Billy 

ridicules him often because Hugh is a notorious hypochondriac, often taking time off work for 

trivial health complaints.  Hugh is in the Orange Order and plays a lambeg in the Orange 

walk.  He is quick to run Bernie down for her infidelity but as the text will show he himself has 

had an affair.  Hugh is a bigot and there should be the suggestion of a bit of sexual tension 

between him and Bernie although Bernie barely tolerates Hugh. 
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Theatre Director – Job Description 

Responsible to: Theatre Director / Barry Robertson CEO 

Responsible for: None 

 

Job Overview 

Working with CEO Barry Robertson, you will work with our theatre director to stage our 

rehearsed reading. 

• Take part in a closed reading with our Director and playwright ‘Marie Dunlop’. 

• Take part in public and live stream of the reading to allow wider access to the work. 

 

About Us 

Capall Dorcha Theatre Company was formed in 2015 to create a base in North Ayrshire for 

the creation of theatre productions. This led to the development of ‘Ensemble’, our 

Educational Outreach project which aims to introduce local people to the joys and skills of 

theatre.  

We have already made a significant impact on over 1000 people attending our small 

cabaret performance ‘A Night of Broadway’ in Irvine. Of these, a staggering 87% were first-

time attendees to the Harbour Arts Centre. 

Our ‘Ensemble’ programme has generated the highest level of youth arts participation that 

the area has ever seen.  Over 1200 young people have taken part in free workshops or free 

week-long professional development workshops in North Ayrshire.  

 

Terms & Conditions 

Title of Post:  Actor 

Salary: £100.00 

Hours:  3.5 hours  

Travel: Inclusive of payment 

 

Application 

Please send your CV setting out your skills and experience, letter demonstrating your 

suitability for the role and Equalities Monitoring Form to recruitment@capalldorcha.com to 

reach us by the closing date of 5 pm on Friday 27th October 2018. 

mailto:recruitment@capalldorcha.com

